
 

Subject Code 
CBS3641 

Subject Title 
Korean Language through Culture 

Credit Value 3 

Level 3 

Pre-requisite /     

Co-requisite/ 

Exclusion 

Pre-requisite: Intermediate Korean I, passing the placement test or 

equivalent 

Objectives 

 

Cultural knowledge and culturally-appropriate communication skills are 

important for effective communication, particularly in a foreign 

language. This course aims to tightly integrate Korean language and 

culture using authentic Korean materials focusing on significant topics 

in the culture and lifestyle of contemporary Korea. It is designed for 

intermediate-level learners of Korean to progress to a high-intermediate 

level.  

 

Intended 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 

a. achieve a high-intermediate level of proficiency in speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing; 

b. communicate in Korean more effectively using communication 

norms of the Korea language (e.g., honorific systems, fillers, 

non-verbal gestures, etc.) and cultural knowledge; 

c. demonstrate understanding of contemporary Korea culture and 

society and intercultural awareness; and 

d. develop lifelong language-learning skills. 

 

Subject 

Synopsis/ 

Indicative 

Syllabus 

Week  Contents 

1 Hangul, the Korean Alphabet 

2 
Sharing Personal Information at the First Meeting in 

Korea 

3 Taboos and Gestures in Korea 

4 Housing in Korea 

5 Leisure Activities in Korea 

6 Seasonal Changes and Lifestyle in Korea  



7 Social Gatherings in Korea 

8 Cultural Heritage in Korea 

9 Food Culture in Korea 

10 Travel and Transportation in Korea 

11 Trends and Fashion in Korea 

12 Family in Contemporary Korea 

13 Final Tests (Writing and Speaking Tests) 
 

Teaching/Lear

ning 

Methodology  

 

Students will learn new vocabulary, grammar points, and expressions on 

cultural topics as well as communication norms in Korean through 

various written texts and multimodal materials. The mode of teaching 

and learning in the classroom is highly interactive with pair-works, role-

plays and in-class discussions. Students are required to conduct a small-

scale project on an assigned topic and lead discussions in class. Quizzes 

and assignments will be frequently given to diagnose and evaluate 

students’ progresses. In addition, students’ writing and speaking skills 

are assessed. 

Assessment 

Methods in 

Alignment with 

Intended 

Learning 

Outcomes 

 

Students’ improvement is assessed in a range of different tasks; 

Specific 

assessment 

methods/tasks  

% 

weighting 

Intended subject learning 

outcomes to be assessed (Please 

tick as appropriate) 

a b c d   

1. Quizzes 20      

2. Assignments 10      

3. Discussion 

Leading 
20      

4. Writing Test 30      

5. Speaking Test 20      

Total  100 %  

 

The quizzes evaluate vocabulary and grammar points regularly and track 

students’ learning processes. Assignments help students review what 

they have learned in class and apply their learning to novel 

communication contexts. Discussion leading allows students to use 

various expressions covered in class and internalize the Korean way of 



communication by leading discussions of peer students. The writing and 

speaking tests measure students’ accuracy and fluency in Korean 

speaking, listening, reading, and writing under given contexts. The five 

assessment methods were designed to enhance students’ communication 

abilities. 

 

Student Study 

Effort 

Expected 

Class contact:  

 Lectures 13 Hrs. 

 Seminars 26 Hrs. 

Other student study effort:  

 Self-access lab activities 26 Hrs. 

 Practice and video watching 40 Hrs. 

Total student study effort  
105 Hrs. 
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